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opinion of the state of affairs. I tell him that I know very little about them, and that I choose to know but little. He seems much surprised at this. He tells me that De Stael has leave of absence, and that he thinks the embassy to Britain will be stopped."
"This morning [December i3th] M. Bre"mond and M. Monciel call on me. The former sent me last night a piece written by Duport against Mr. Pitt. It is a very poor piece of stuff. They (the triumvirate*) have given it to Bre*mond to get it printed, and he wishes to correct some of its badnesses, but I tell him not to' change a letter ; to have it printed immediately and to keep the original, by which means he will have the author in his hands, for it is written by Duport and corrected by Lameth. Br6mond and Monciel had a conference with these gentlemen yesterday on the subject of the Bishop d'Autun's embassy and, on mentioning the terms to be proposed, Bre"mond asked how such a treaty could be presented to the Assembly. The others answered that the author would be hanged, and really I think so too. Moustier comes in, and Monciel tries to make acquaintance, but in vain, till I tell Moustier in English that he must be acquainted. M. de Laborde consults me on a proposition made by Beaumarchais to give his only daughter (a most charming girl) to Laborde's son. He mentions to me Beaumarchais' fortune, which is very great, and he, Laborde, is ruined. I tell him that Beaumarchais has a very bad reputation, but that is nothing to the girl, seeing that she cannot help it; that in my country such a marriage would be detestable because we do not marry for money, but in this country, where money is everything, if his son behaves well afterwards the world will not complain.
* Duport, Lameth, and Barnave had been known as the triumvirate since the autumn of 1789.and justly) that unless he were sure thats of thoseMinis-ted appetite or did not like his dinner.ared again in 1795, when, in the midst of his performance of the " Mercure galant," whilst he was being vehemently applauded, he suddenly gave signs of mental aberration. He was born in September, 1721, and died in 1799.St, Petersburg, where she died in 1814.            to secure to himself the British embassy, and have him
